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ÅPrivate Alberta corporation 

Å Incorporated  as a not-for-profit in 1997

ÅEstablished by the Province as:
ïan arms-length vehicle to:

ïsupport value-add industry research, 
development and commercialization.

Å Invests strategically in promising early-
stage technology businesses and funds.

ÅOperated by an:
ïexperienced management team 

Å under the guidance of an 
ïindustry-based, independent Board of 

Directors.

What is AVAC?
Client Quote: 

òAVAC understands the 

bigger picture and has some 

pretty stringent standards for 

who they will invest in, but 

they are investing, and right 

now, theyõre one of the few 

people doing any funding of  

any kind in Western 

Canadaé without them 

there are a lot of  Alberta 

companies who wouldnõt 

stand a chance.ò  Scott 

Pickard, Business Infusions 

ð2009.



ÅMake non-dilutive investments in
ïgood people with good ideas, projects 

and programs. 

Å Investor grade due diligence to facilitate the 
best possible outcomes. 

Å Investee guidance and coaching to help build 
and strengthen their:
ïManagerial Competency
ïFinancial Capital
ïBusiness Expertise
ïMarket-facing Intellectual Property

Client Quote: 

òNobody wants to be the first 

to invest,: but with that 

commitment letter from 

AVAC we were able to get 

financing from Farm Credit 

Corporation, who told us flat 

out that without AVACõs 

vote of  confidence they 

wouldnõt have been 

comfortable financing us.ó  

Brad McNish, Natural 

Farmworks/ Sepalloð

2007.



Investment in AVAC

Client Quote: òAVAC has 

been phenomenal to work with, 

especially in terms of  being 

flexible as the project evolvesò  

Scott Pickard, Business 

Infusions ð2009.

ÅSince inception $126 million has been 
placed with AVAC for investment.

Å$55 million for agrivalue

Å$24 million for agriculture research

Å$47 million for the IVAC Initiative
ï$27 million for Capacity Builder

ï$20 million for Early State Venture Capital ς
Fund of Fund

With financial support from:



Current Investments &  Sectors
Agricultural value add, ICT, life sciences and industrial technologies



Å Who?

ï Alberta-based early stage value-add 
businesses

ï Focus Areas: 

ÅAgribusiness (agrivalue),

Å ICT, 

Å life sciences, and 

Åother industrial technology businesses

Å What?

ï Investment capital for research, 
commercialization and start-up activities to 
help create:

ï viable commercial businesses,and 

ïάŦǳƴŘŀōƭŜέΣ ƘƛƎƘ-growth companies

Å Why?

ï To help create more successful Alberta-
based product and technology companies.

Early Stage Value-Add Investing



Stages of Venture Development

Client Quote: 

òThe due diligence process is very much about responsible business practice, and has already proven useful outside 

AVAC.ò  Geoff Lyon, CoolITSystems ð2009.


